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NHRA Pro Stock Motorcycle team report

Event: O'Reilly NHRA Midwest Nationals presented by Castrol

Dates: May 4-6, 2007

Location: Gateway International Raceway, Madison, Illinois

Testing Pays Off for Bradford

The Wisconsin winter finally released it's grip, allowing Tom Bradford and The

Sportsman Channel team to get some testing in at Great Lakes Dragway in Union

Grove. Although Bradford has raced well so far in 2007, he's been disappointed

in his Buell's performance and anxious to weed out its demons. This past

Wednesday, Tom got his chance. "We came down here to St. Louis with pretty

high hopes after our test session," said Bradford. "We tested our butts off and

came out of there with some real positive results. We came out here and 

ran 7.12 in the first round."

qualifying round 1

10th     Tom Bradford     left lane          7.121 at 185.38 mph

"We had good numbers to half track until we got into fifth gear. We were just a little bit out of the groove and

started spinning the tire like I'd never seen in fifth gear." That pass was Bradford's only hit on Friday, as rains

moved into the St. Louis area and shut qualifying down at Gateway International Raceway.

"On Saturday morning we made a change with the bike. We adjusted the clutch and engine timing a little bit."

qualifying round 2

13th     Tom Bradford     right lane        7.156 at 184.17 mph

"We did some further engine tuning after that pass. It got hot, muggy and humid for the third and final round. It

was definitely the worst conditions of the weekend, but we stepped up to a 7.06 and moved up to tenth."

qualifying round 3

10th     Tom Bradford     left lane          7.066 at 188.25 mph

"So our testing has shown results. We've moved up from the bottom of the pack and we feel like we're moving

in the right direction. I'm real excited about today and feel like we have a good bike to race with."

Bradford opens up eliminations against fellow former AHDRA Pro Stock racer Chris Rivas, also on an S&S

powered Buell. "It started off cloudy, overcast and cool this morning, but the sun is breaking through here and

there and heating things up pretty quick. So it might turn out to be just like yesterday."

No matter what the weather, Bradford and the team will be entertaining representatives from The Sportsman

Channel. "Karen and Joe from The Sportsman Channel are here this weekend," finished Tom. "They're a cou-

ple of drag arcing newbies, so it's good to have them here and turn them into full-fledged NHRA junkies."

Tom thanked The Sportsman Channel, Red Line Oil, Balbayis Asset Consulting, Stitch-it-Embroidery, Hal's H-

D/Buell, CRD Inc., MicroBlue Racing, Bates Leathers, S&S Cycle, Buell Motor Co., T-N-S Machining, Autolite,

Simpson, and EBC Brakes for their support of the Thunder Eagle/Tom Bradford Racing Team.

Find out more about The Sportsman Channel at http://www.thesportsmanchannel.com 

Find out more about Bates Leathers at http://www.batesleathers.com 

Find out more about S&S Cycle at http://www.sscycle.com 



Find out more about Buell Motor Co. at http://www.buell.com 

Find out more about Red Line Oil at http://www.redlineoil.com 

Find out more about Hal's at http://www.halshd.com

Find out more about MicroBlue Racing at http://www.microblueracing.com

Find out more about Autolite at http://www.autolite.com 

Find out more about Simpson at http://www.simpsonraceproducts.com 

Find out more about EBC Brakes at http://www.ebcbrakes.com 

Find out more about the NHRA at http://www.nhra.com 

Contact Tom Bradford at (262) 814-7282, tom.bradford@halshd.com

NHRA/POWERade Point Standings

4th     Tom Bradford     173

Ringers Gloves Pro Bike Battle Point Standings

12th  Tom Bradford    630

Full Throttle NHRA Pit Crew Championship Point Standings

8th     Tom Bradford/Rob Schopf     76

This team report was prepared by Tim Hailey, http://www.eatmyink.com 


